Comprehensive care for children with bleeding disorders. A physician's perspective.
As a result of recent advances in the understanding of hemostatic mechanisms--and the availability of more accurate diagnostic tests, effective replacement therapy and medications--most of the common bleeding disorders in children can be diagnosed and managed. Children with bleeding disorders often present with dental problems. Their comprehensive care requires specialized preventive and acute dental treatment. With improvements in dental care protocols and surgical procedures, the risk of excessive bleeding in these children as a result of dental procedures should be minimal, particularly if they are well prepared and treated beforehand. It is important for dentists to be familiar with these specialized dental care protocols and procedures, and knowledgeable about the medical treatment provided to children with bleeding disorders. This allows dentists to coordinate the care of a hemophiliac with his or her physician in a comprehensive manner.